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Renaia Hesse, Tral Atunncy

Anttrust Diviston Fax 202-0106-9937
Department of Justice ycrosul] at e usHage oy

GDY D Stroct NW, Sinte 1200
Washingion, DC 20530

Dear Ms. Hessc:

T g the paient of tree children, have nin my own busingss for most of the past two decaes,
and aw in my third foue-yox tum on the Wake County Boand of Fducation. 8o | come 1o my
concluxions fron: a variety of viewpoints,

1 belicve Microsoft has pur o thair offer on the tabje in their elfon ta bany to clostre the action
nutited by the Chinton Justice Deparimunt,

1. Forthe pubhe schools, Microsoft's sctilement uffor comains desperately necded
hardware, software and wuining. There 15 sigmificunt ineguality i our schools in terms of
technology. Somie charactunze the amerging “digitul divide” and a chinye from the
"haves and have nots™ to the “knows ynd 1he know aots™  The Microsolt pruposal puts
cssential scchnology in the hands of uur dexerving students imiediately. And nonc o
soon’

2. For my busincss, MicrasoR contintes 1o provide iigh valtie, cost effective products and
services, even with sigmficant resonrees draned away by {rivolous fuwsuits.

3. Far my family, prices of guality hardware and soflware continne b decling so thint we
flave beea uble 1o provide appropmiste edueatinnal 1wuls for our college-buund children,

From the beginning. the federal goveruncal's pusuit of Microsolt has been politicully inspired
and cconenvcally unwisc. The casz was conccivend and oven subsidized in the beginning by
Microsolt's competitars. They somght to win in e courts what they could not wis in the
market. The government should never have initiated ths proceeding.

Now the courts have an apportunity to end this madness. Three years and 330 mithon of th
taxpayers' monsy 15 cnough. At a time when terrorists thresten Amcrica aind we are (acing an
economic slowdown, our nation, the information echnology industry and Microsofi should not
be forcod to waste more ime and money on this case.

Jtis timg (0 move abead  Please aceept the Macrosoft offer and Jet's refocus vur govesument's;
FESOUTLLS ON INOLC IMporlint jssues.
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